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The Feeding of the Five Thousand - John 6:1-13 
 
This is the only miracle, apart from the resurrection, which appears in all four gospels. 
 
The disciples were exhausted after their preaching tour and Jesus suggested they go in 
the boat to a quiet place and get some rest (Mark 6:31). But a huge crowd followed them 
on the shore. The disciples must have been dismayed but Jesus had compassion on them 
and taught them 'many things'. 
 
As the day grew to a close, he asked Philip, a local from nearby Bethsaida, where they 
could buy bread for the people. Philip was astounded...that amount of bread would cost 
more than 8 months' wages! 
 
Andrew then reported that there was a boy with five small barley loaves (the food of the 
poor) and two small fish. How did Andrew know that? Well, the boy must have come 
forward to offer his food. He was prepared to give Jesus all that he had. It wasn't much, 
but it did mean he would have nothing for himself. Like the poor widow, who put two very 
small copper coins into the temple treasury...'she out of her poverty put in all she had' 
(Luke 21:4). They both offered all they had to God, to be used by Him.  
 
Jesus then got the disciples to have the people sit down on the grass, five thousand men 
plus the women and children. The disciples must have expected Jesus to do 
something...they must have had enough faith for that; otherwise they would have looked 
foolish, making all the people sit down! Alan Cole calls this 'the risk of faith'! 
There was plenty to eat and much left over, but it was basic. (Some complain about what 
God provides like the Israelites in the desert!) 
But there was to be no waste...the disciples collected a basket of leftovers each. No doubt 
they were eating stale barley bread the next day! But probably others benefited too. 
 
So what relevance has this miracle to us today?  
Well, I have been very concerned about my relatives and friends during this epidemic. 
How can I possibly be there for them? 
 
Well, I first have to give the Lord what I have (my loaves and fishes) and then, figuratively 
sit those I'm concerned about, down on the grass. Then, in faith, give them what the Lord 
provides. 
In other words, I need to firstly pray to the Lord, use what I have, and go forth in His 
strength, not fearing that I'll not cope, trusting Him for ability and any other need that 
comes up. 
 


