
Thought for the Day 26th August - John Reed 
 
Read Isaiah 53:1-6 
 
This passage came to mind when I read about the 57th Street Corn. This is a story coming out 
Sioux Falls, the largest city in South Dakota in the USA, about a single stalk of corn that grew 
out of a crack in the concrete at the intersection of 57th Street and Minnesota Avenue on 
the city’s south side.1 The corn stalk growing out the concrete became a symbol of resilience 
and hope for the local community, even having its own Twitter account. The local mayor 
said: “Finding joy in the small things will continue to help us get through what has been a 
challenging time in our country … It was ‘amaizing’ to see the community rally around the 
57th Street corn as a sign of hope over the past few days.” 
 
Sadly, the 57th Street Corn is no more. Someone who clearly didn’t appreciate it has ripped 
it out, leaving a community in mourning, with a sign on the nearby traffic light pole reading 
“CORN RIP,” and a local urban renewal charity selling T-shirts commemorating its short life. 
 
Isaiah spoke to a community in 8th Century BC Judah who were also living through 
challenging times. The once-great people of God had fallen into spiritual and political 
decline, and the Babylonians would soon be on their doorstep, conquering and destroying 
Jerusalem and carrying her best and finest off into captivity. But Isaiah here holds out hope 
of a saviour, the Servant of the Lord, who will grow up “like a root out of dry ground,” a man 
with “no form or majesty”, “despised and rejected by men”, but who will bear his people’s 
griefs and sorrows, be pierced and crushed for their iniquities, and by his wounds they will e 
healed. 
 
Unlike the 57th Street Corn, this shoot will not be destroyed, but will establish a kingdom 
that will last forever (Isaiah 9:7; Ezekiel 37:25; Daniel 2:44; 7:14; Luke 1:33; Revelation 1:6). 
They tried to uproot him, but he rose from the grave and defeated death. 
 
Still today, that shoot, Jesus, stands as a beacon for those who live in dark times. Still today, 
he is unappreciated and misunderstood. But to those who come to him, he is life and hope 
for eternity. 

 
1 https://www.huffpost.com/entry/sioux-falls-cornstalk-
mourned_n_5f3ec709c5b697824f9607b5 
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