
Read Matthew 23:13-36 
 
This is one of those passages that completely undermines the image that some people had 
of Jesus, meek and mild, loving and tolerating anyone and everyone. At times he could 
clearly speak very harshly in damning people. In particular, he often attacked the scribes 
and Pharisees, who had set themselves up as the religious elite and gatekeepers of God’s 
kingdom, for their arrogance and hypocrisy. One of my favourites (is that the right word to 
use about this harsh language?) in this passage is verse 27: “You are like whitewashed 
tombstones, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones 
and all uncleanness.” 
 
This came to mind for me as I read the article in yesterday’s Australian titled “Can AMP 
outlive the Circular Quay curse?”1 Now, I want to make it clear that I am not in a position to 
endorse, or make any meaningful comment on the content of the article. It is written by 
Robert Gottliebsen, who is a respected journalist and commentator on business and 
investment, so I respect his opinions. But this is just that – an opinion piece. And opinions 
can vary, and are often wrong. 
 
It is not that I want to endorse (or condemn) the content of Mr Gottliebsen’s critique of 
AMP as a business per se. I don’t have the qualifications (or desire) to do that. It’s just that 
his comments seem to me to be similar to Jesus’ commentary on the Pharisees of his day. In 
particular, it was this comment that caught my eye: “For decades AMP management has 
had possible the best view in Sydney. They should have been looking inside instead.”  
 
The criticism is that they enjoyed living in their shining tower, looking out at the beautiful 
views, being admired by all around. But on the inside of that building, things were not so 
rosy. Making poor investments. Charging exorbitant and questionable commissions. Costing 
investors their money. 
 
That’s very similar to the criticism Jesus made of the Pharisees. Looking down on others. 
Making themselves look good. Admired by all around. But on the inside … neglecting justice 
and mercy and faithfulness (v. 23); “full of greed and self-indulgence” (v. 25); shutting the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces, rather than helping them in (v. 13). 
 
Now, let us not forget something else Jesus said earlier in Matthew’s Gospel (7:3): “Why do 
you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own 
eye?” That is, let’s not focus on the wrongs of the Pharisees, or the board of AMP, but let us 
each be very careful that we are acting with the honesty, integrity, and concern for the 
other, that we are concerned that others may not have shown. 

 
1 https://www.theaustralian.com.au/business/leadership/can-embattled-amp-outlive-the-
curse-of-circular-quay/news-story/dc9eb2109a7377fea8bfebeb32ac5fee 
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