
Bible Studies on the “signs” in John’s Gospel 

Study 8: The Resurrection and the Life 

Discuss: 

• We all experience pain and difficult times in our life. What is the most painful or difficult thing that you 
have experienced? Did you question God’s love for you during that time? Why or why not? 

• Do good things ever come as a result of living through difficult or painful situations? 

READ John chapter 11 

1. What kind of relationship did Jesus have with Lazarus and his sisters, Mary and Martha? 

2. When the sisters send word to Jesus that Lazarus is ill, what did they expect Jesus to do? Is this a 
normal expectation? 

3. Why did Jesus choose not to go immediately to see Lazarus? 

4. When Jesus does decide to go see Lazarus, how do the disciples respond? What is their concern? 

5. When Jesus tells the disciples that Lazarus has “fallen asleep” (verse 11), do the disciples 
understand that Lazarus has died? What is their response? 

6. When Jesus arrives in Bethany, how long had Lazarus been dead? Why is this significant? 

7. When Martha hears that Jesus has arrived, what does she do? What does she say to Jesus? Is she 
blaming Jesus for the death? 

8. What does Jesus tell Martha about Lazarus? Does she fully understand what Jesus is about to do? 

9. What does Jesus tell Martha about himself in verses 25-26? Why is this a significant statement 
about who Jesus is? 

10. How does belief in Jesus change your perspective on life and death? What kind of hope do you 
have because of your belief in Jesus as the Son of God? 

11. Who does Jesus want to have a conversation with after talking with Martha? What does this person 
do when they approach Jesus? What does Mary say to Jesus? How does Jesus respond to Mary’s 
statement? What does this tell you about the humanity and compassion of Jesus? [Read Hebrews 
4:15] 

12. When you go through pain and suffering in your life, do you gain strength and comfort knowing 
that Jesus sympathizes with you? 

13. Did Jesus know from the beginning of this situation that he would raise Lazarus from the dead? 
How many times did Jesus allude to the fact that he would raise Lazarus before the miracle took 
place? [Read John 11:4, 11, 23, and 40] 

14. When Lazarus was raised from the dead, how did the people respond? [Read John 11:45, 53, 57, & 
12:10] Why did raising Lazarus create such a stir among the people, especially among the Jewish 
religious leaders? 

15. Jesus knew that he was going to raise Lazarus from the dead before he was told that Lazarus was ill. 
In spite of knowing what was going to happen, he still allowed those he loved to experience the 
pain and difficulty of death in order to achieve the higher purpose of building faith and glorifying 
God. What lessons might we learn from this when God allows us to experience times of pain and 
difficulty? 


